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Explore a Part of History 

Jaine Rayner 

 

Discover the past when you visit the Great Wall of China. 

The wall is a World Heritage Site. It crosses over ten 

provinces and cities. Tourists will want to visit because it is 

the longest wall ever built and is very old. 

 

The wall was built as a border defense. 

Construction of the wall begin in seventh century BC. The 

building continued until the beginning of the Qing Dynasty in 

1644. First, princes and overlords ordered parts of the Great 

Wall to be built. Later, when China was unified, the emperors 

ordered the building to continue. The Chinese people 

worked for over 2000 years to build the wall. They were 

farmers, soldiers, and slaves. The wall was built as a border 

defense to protect against invaders. 

 

Great Wall of China 

The first sets of Walls were built of earth and stones in wood 

frames. Later, new Walls were built that were stronger, 

thicker, wider, and taller. As well, guard stations and 

watchtowers were built along the Wall for soldiers as well as 

to store food and weapons. The Wall is not a solid 

continuous wall. Instead, the Great Wall of China is a 

collection of walls that often include the hills as part of the 

border defense. The wall stretches over 5000 km long. 

Just the Facts 

 The Great Wall of China is known as the long Wall 

of 10 000 Li. 

 Some of the walls are up to 25 feet high and wide 

enough for marching troops and wagons. 

 The Great Wall of China is being restored to repair 

erosion to parts of the wall.  

 

 

Tourist Map of the Great Wall 

 

Include photos and relevant facts 
when researching your ar ticle. 

Always put information into 
your own words. 

Include the par ts of a 
newspaper such as the 
masthead, dateline, headline, 
byline, and lead. 
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